
 
 

 

 

Ontario School and Child Care Screening tool – 

Update Summary 

The Ontario School and Child Care Screening Tool has been revised to algin with current 

guidance. New details have been added to some questions as well as the results section. 

By reviewing the screening results carefully, most questions should be answered. If not, visit: 

www.ontario.ca/exposed for clarification. 

 

Additional information about the screening changes and isolation: 

• Specific circumstances have been added to some questions on the screening tool. Some 

people who would’ve previously had to respond “yes” can now respond “no”. 

• Due to protective measures in place, contacts who are only exposed at school or child care 

are not generally considered close contacts requiring isolation – and may select “no” to the 

question if their contact to a case was ONLY at school/child care. 

• People should start their isolation on the day symptoms begin or test positive (whichever 

comes first). That first day is considered day zero of the isolation period.  For example, for 

those isolating 5 days, if symptoms start on Saturday (day 0), they can return to school on 

Friday (day 6). 

• Initial household member(s) with symptoms and/or positive test results do not have to 
extend their isolation period if additional household members develop symptoms.  

 

Remember: 

• Feel sick? Stay home. 

• Isolation time is 5 days for fully vaccinated, 10 days for not fully vaccinated. 

• Selecting one of the first four symptoms, or two of the last six symptoms on the list results in 

‘do not go to school’ and isolate for 5 or 10 days.   

• Selecting only one of the last six symptoms results in “do not go to school” for at least 24 

hours (48 hours for nausea, vomiting or diarrhea). Monitor and screen again the next day. 

• If you have March break travel plans outside of Canada – be aware that current federal rules 

state that children who are not fully vaccinated cannot attend school for 14 days after 

returning. 
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